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Focus on DOs Instead of DON’Ts




																DON’Ts	 	 	 	 					 	 DOs
Don’t	throw	the	ball	in	the	house.	 	 Roll	the	ball	on	the	floor.
Don’t	squeezed	the	kitten.	 	 	 Hold	the	kitten	gently.
Don’t	touch	the	cake.	 	 	 Just	look	at	the	cake	without	touching	it.
Child Guidance Techniques
Credits
This publication is a revision of the original booklet written by Roberta C. Frazier and published by The 
Agricultural Extension Service, Washington State University, and reprinted with permission by University of Tennessee 
Extension. The revision was written by Denise J. Brandon, Associate Professor and Family and Consumer Sciences 










































































Work With Children 




























































































































Listen to Yourself 


































Show Children Love 














































Situation	 	 	 	 	 	 Comment	to	restate
•	Michael	broke	a	glass	when		 	 	 Can’t	you	ever	do	anything	right?	
			he	was	drying	dishes.		 			
•	Four-year-old	Corey	wet	his	pants.		 	 You’re	a	bad	boy!	
	 		 	 	 			






















Situation	 	 	 Question	to	restate
•	You	promised	your	children	a		 	 	 What	kind	of	treat	do	you	want?
a	treat	after	school,but	you	don’t		 	 	 				 	 				
want	them	to	spoil	their	dinner.	
		






Situation	 	 	 Question	to	restate
•	You	are	playing	with	your	 	 	 Do	you	want	to	go	now?		
				four-year-old	and	have	to	leave	to	
pick	up	your	older	child	at	school.
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